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Twenty Years after Tiananmen: Do We Really Need an Introduction?

On its 20th anniversary, the June 4th Memorial should not need an Introduction. But why are we raising the
question, again:

What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 1989?

As a nation with a self-reflecting tradition going back for millennia, why do we have difficulty, today,
acknowledging what happened? Why are we begging for an official re-evaluation, and why do we let ambivalent



interpretations of events obscure the fact that a senseless massacre took place in that fateful moming?

Have we allowed economic development to overpower justice, and the nebulous concept of “harmony” to
overshadow the truth? Are we in denial, tuming our heads away from ironclad evidence, refusing to accept
that a government-sponsored crime was committed against its people? We may have been misguided, by the
fallacies aiming to discredit the movement, to distort the truth, and to sneer the June Fourth spirit. We may even
have been intimidated, so much that we are hesitant to pay tribute to those who had died for a peaceful
demonstration in Tiananmen Square.

‘What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 1989?

Those crushed by tanks, shot by bullets, we should not need to introduce them — we have to remember them.
Those victimized: arrested, jailed, or harassed to this day by the government, we should not need to introduce
them — we have to remember them. Remember them for what they once stood for; remember them for what we
as a nation still fail to achieve even to this day!

What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 19897
If we do not answer truthfully, how then can we hope to prevent similar tragedies from happening again?
What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 19897

Within two decades, many skyscrapers were built, higher wages earned, tons of stocks traded, abundant wealth
created, and to put the jewel on our crown, an Olympics torch was lit. Why do we insist on dwelling on those
past shadows?

If we do not know what happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 1989, how can we know what really is in
front of us?

Our younger generation in China may not have learned about the students and the citizens and the guns and the
tanks. The truth is covered up; information channels are censored and blocked. At the same time, we are
promised of a bright firture and an ever greater nation. When asked about the students and the citizens and the
guns and the tanks, perhaps we would say “I don't really know,” or “I don't really care. Let's get on with our
great future, and don't look back.”

Yet, progress and barmony should not come at the cost of being ignorant to what has happened; they should not
come at the expense of being indifferent to what is happening.

By not examining our past with honesty, have we inadvertently climbed on top of an economic steam-roller,
initjated and controlled by the same political system that trampled our fellow countrymen twenty years ago?

By being indifferent to the current social problems, have we been driving and rolling over the same faceless
countrymen, shortchanging them with shoddily constructed schools, corrupted institutions, compromised ethics,
and a deteriorating environment, all in the name of progress and harmony?

What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4th, 1939?
The person standing in front of the tank might have nothing buta desire for justice and the courage to fight

injustice. Do we care that the past has been cemented over? Do we care that the dead are still lying under the
tank and the injured still screaming in its relentless path ? Do we know who really is standing in front of us?
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Poems by AOHKCDHR and Friends, 2009
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